| HOW RENTERSPARE PRDCESSED IN BALTIMORE CITY RENT COURT
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Renters make up 52% of 7 " Their median income is When they fall behind on rent,
Baltimore City households. under $27 ﬂl]l]f}rr _/ they wind up in a broken court sysfem.

““““

Nearly 700 lawsuits filed per day Nearly 300
150,000+ filed per year surveys revealed
Leadlng to ?0 000+ warrants that Rent Court
defendants are _
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Cases, warrants, and actual evictions data, from Baltimore City PUbl“
Sheriff, are averaged since 2012 ACS 2013 5-Year estimatle for hnl..ISII'I
renter households is 124,782, in same year, there were 7,235 or voucher
judicial evictions.
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of surveyed renters /7& of those folks didn't know they could raise

f{?,'t?, ';hfﬁrget"'fﬂ“wﬂg a legal defense to eviction based on the
health and safety at serious defects in their homes.
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Nearly 297

But enly 25 DIVERTED AT COURT

.__...‘ _ "WHEN | WAS IN COURT, IT SEEMED LIKE EVERYBODY THAT

==~ WOUND UP BEING TREATED FAIR HAD AN ATTORNEY."

As the court processes hundreds of cases quickly Judges repeatedly tell renters not to raise any
and efficiently, renters are directed toward matter other than the amount of rent they owe.
informal deal-making with landlords and agents. I.I g /
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In nearly 2 of 3 cases when renters
tried to speak up about housin

_]0/ defects, the judge disallowed their
' testimony or evidence.

Landlords largely failed to follow housing regs.
But that didn't matter in Rent Court.
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Recemmendalions

w Cut down on repetitive "sue first, talk later" litigation so judges can focus on serious disputes.

% Hold landlords accountable to existing housing laws and tenant protections.

W Fund evidtion prevention programs adequately to meet the scale of the crisis.



